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B AISLENG HUGHES

One of the greatest achievements of the last century was the dramatic increase in the life
expectancy. In the United Kingdom, life expectancy is now over 80 years of age for both males and

females. However, this combined with declining birth rates is causing demographic “age quakes”*
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The demographic is char
'. Referring to broadly similar developments in Europe, Stolnitz {1884, p.1) observed that suc

comparison [is] without remote precedent in human history”. There can be little doubt that the
people aged 65 and over will increase very sharply as the baby boomers move into old age
are already with us. It is virtually certain that the proportion of the population in old age will in
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those aged under 15 ant

Northern Ireland. Figures released in late 2013 by NISRA? shaw thanumber of people aged 65 and
over are projected to increasej by 25% from 273,000 to 344,000 by 2022. By 2022 the over 655 will
represent 18% of the total population which is an increase of 3p.p from 2012. Consequently the

oldest old, aged 85 and over will rise from 33,000 to 48,000 (an increase of almost 50%).

An ageing population IS detrimental to national economies. Therefore this study will try to assess

the associated problems and also show that there can be positives from this as well.
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