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Check whether..

you can finish the review by
the stipulated deadline

the paper has any conflict of interests that might
influence your work

the results are technically sound and the claims have
sufficient data to support them

You must..

be professional, think critically, and use friendly
language to  provide constructive feedback in your
referee report

assess the strengths, weaknesses, and importance of
the work and give clear recommendations for
improvement

number your remarks, so that the
authors can respond to them easily

start with a summary of the paper, some general
comments about the work, and a list describing the
points that can be improved

maintain scientific rigor and accurately dissect
the analyses

inform the journal editor of any scientific
inaccuracies (e.g., missing control experiments,
suspect data, etc.)

you are comfortable with the scope of
the manuscript before reviewing it
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