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After COPE, the Committee on Publication Ethics, along with other heavyweights like
WAME (World Association of Medical Editors) and the JAMA Network (Journal of the
American Medical Association) asserted that Generative AI tools should not be
acknowledged as authors of an article, a debate sparked among scientists, journal
editors, researchers, and publishers regarding the use of Generative AI tools in
published literature and the appropriateness of citing them as authors. These concerns
related to the integration of generative AI tools in the academic research and publishing
domain makes is necessary for researchers to understand the importance of including
generative AI tools use in author guidelines.

Importance of Clear Author Guidelines About
Generative AI tools Integration
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Policies about the use of generative AI tools play a crucial role in author guidelines.
They help ensure the use of these AI models in research and academic writing is
ethical, accurate, and responsible. As AI technologies continue to advance, they are
becoming increasingly integrated into various aspects of scholarly work, including
research, writing, data analysis, and content generation. There are several challenges
and potential risks associated with the use of generative AI in academic research and
writing. Therefore, establishing clear guidelines for their use is essential to maintain
academic integrity, transparency, and fairness in the scholarly publishing process.

Ethical Considerations

Ethical concerns arise when using generative AI tools in research or content creation.
These guidelines help authors to be aware of the potential biases and ethical
implications associated with the use of AI algorithms. For example, some generative AI
models may be trained on biased datasets, leading to biased outcomes in research.
Authors should be cautious about such biases and strive to mitigate their impact on their
work.

Transparency and Reproducibility

AI integration guidelines promote transparency in the use of AI algorithms. Authors
should provide detailed information about the generative AI tools they employ, including
the specific algorithms used, hyperparameter settings, and dataset descriptions. This
transparency ensures that the research can be reproduced and validated by other
scholars, fostering a culture of open science.

Data Privacy and Security

Generative AI tools often require access to large datasets to function effectively. Author
guidelines should emphasize the importance of protecting individual privacy and
ensuring that data used with generative AI tools adhere to relevant data protection
regulations. Authors must be cautious about sharing sensitive data and avoid using
generative AI tools on potentially identifiable or confidential information.

Validation and Verification

Authors should critically assess the accuracy and reliability of the generative AI tools
they use. The guidelines should encourage authors to validate the outputs of AI
algorithms against independent benchmarks or manual assessments. Verification of the
AI-generated content helps to ensure that the results are dependable and trustworthy.

Proper Attribution

When authors use generative AI tools to generate content, it’s crucial to give appropriate
credit to the AI system’s contribution. Guidelines should specify how authors should cite
the generative AI model used. Additionally, they should also andacknowledge the role of

academy@enago.com

Page 2 Copyright: Enago Academy under the CC-BY-NC-SA 4.0 license

https://www.enago.com/academy/responsible-use-of-generative-ai/
https://www.enago.com/academy/responsible-use-of-generative-ai/
https://www.enago.com/author-hub/the-stages-of-the-publishing-process
https://www.enago.com/academy/chatgpt-cannot-do-for-researchers-2/
https://www.enago.com/academy/chatgpt-cannot-do-for-researchers-2/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-00191-1
https://www.enago.com/academy
mailto:academy@enago.com


these models in the research or content creation process.

Limitations of Generative AI tools

Guidelines should encourage authors to be transparent about the limitations of the
generative AI tools they employ. They should clearly communicate any potential caveats
in their research findings or content generated by AI.

Avoiding Plagiarism and Copyright Violations

Generative AI tools can inadvertently generate content that infringes on copyright or
plagiarizes existing work. Authors need to be aware of this possibility and exercise
caution to ensure that their work adheres to copyright and plagiarism guidelines.

Accessibility and Inclusivity

While generative AI tools can enhance efficiency, authors must also consider the
potential implications for accessibility and inclusivity. Guidelines should encourage
authors to ensure that AI-generated content is accessible to all readers.

Review and Approval Process

Author guidelines should outline the review and approval process for AI-generated
content. There are definite cases, especially in scholarly writing where the AI output
requires additional human oversight or editing to meet the desired quality standards.

What are your thoughts on the integration of generative AI tools in academic writing? Do
you think clear author guidelines will help researchers in ensuring responsible use of AI?
Share your opinion with over 1000K+ researchers and authors on the Enago Academy
Open Platform and connect with like-minded thought leaders worldwide.
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