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While we are constantly editing research material to ensure that authors and
researchers go on to being published, an insight into what leads journal editors to
accept articles is important. The following infographic addresses the following question:
What are the top eight reasons a journal accepts a paper for?

These eight reasons have been summed up by Dr. Torsten Pieper, Assistant Editor of
the Journal of Family Business Strategy and Assistant Professor at the Cox Family
Enterprise Center, Coles College of Business, at Kennesaw State University in Georgia,
and his colleague, Dr. Joseph Astrachan, Editor-in-Chief of the journal and Executive
Director of the Cox Family Enterprise Center and Professor of Management and
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Entrepreneurship.

Here are the reasons in detail:

1. It provides insight into an important issue– for example, by explaining a wide
variance when numbers are spread out from the mean or expected value, or by
shedding light on an unsolved problem that affects a lot of people.

2. The insight is useful to people who make decisions,particularly long-term
organizational decisions or, in our particular field, family decisions.

3. The insight is used to develop a framework or theory, either a new theory or
advancing an existing one.

4. The insight stimulates new, important questions.
5. The methods used to explore the issue are appropriate(for example, data

collection and analysis of data).
6. The methods used are applied rigorously and explain why and how the data

support the conclusions.
7. Connections to prior work in the field or from other fields are made and serve

to make the article’s arguments clear.
8. The article tells a good story, meaning it is well written and easy to understand,

the arguments are logical and not internally contradictory.

“Ideally, we would like to see articles perform well on all eight points, and that the author
strives for a good balance amongst these criteria,” said Dr. Pieper said.
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