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In the 
last section, I discussed 
Gothic art and its effects on literature (the Chaucer problem). Gothic art, as previously mentioned,
 gave way to Renaissance art. It started with the Italian Renaissance, and carried on 
to spread throughout
 the Low Countries in the
 form of the Northern Renaissance
.
The Renaissance is normally supposed to have lasted from the 1400s to the 1600s
. Of course, in its initial stages, Gothic art and Renaissance art co-existed in several places. Renaissance itself means “rebirth”
 (rinascimento in Italian). The term was coined by the French historian Jules Michelet.

The Renaissance Era was a
 time of change. Rural habitats 
were fast becoming urban, owing to improving industrial conditions and a 
burgeoning middle class of tradesmen and bankers. The nobility existed, but wielded less power. Many historical events helped shape this era: 
inventions such as the magnetic compass (hence more exploration), gunpowder (initially used by the Chinese and then brought to Europe
, thus developing the art of warfare), and mass printing. The fall of Constantinople in 1453 allowed Greek scholars to travel and bring Greek and Latin manuscripts to Italy. The essence of the Renaissance movement was 
Humanism, a philosophy very often summed up in the words of the Greek philosopher Protagoras: “Man is the measure of all things.” This was a revival of the ancient Greek and Roman celebration of the 
human form. The medieval period had drawn upon the classics to corroborate Catholic ideology. The Renaissance drew upon the classics to delve
 further into philosophy, reason, intelligence,
 and taste. The Renaissance, as such, was a rebirth of the Golden Era of Greece and Rome in Europe.
�Grammar


The definite article is used with ranking adjectives, hence “the last section.”  


�Typographical error


This error has been corrected.


�Grammar


Missing comma is required here to set off parenthetical elements


�Attention to detail


Space has been inserted.


�Typographical error


This error has been corrected.


�Grammar 


The definite article is required before “form” 


�Subject changes


“Northern” has been capitalized as it is part of a proper noun phrase, “Northern Renaissance.”


�Grammar


The definite article is required before a time period


�Style of English


We have followed American English in this document. Therefore, single quotes have been replaced with smart quotes.


�Attention to detail


Missing period added here.


�Grammar


An indefinite article is required before the common noun “time.” 


�Grammar


The subject and verb must agree in number. Hence the subject has been changed to plural form (“habitats”).


�Grammar


The missing indefinite article has been added before the common noun “burgeoning middle class.”


�Grammar


The semicolon has been replaced with the colon which is the correct punctuation to use here as what follows is a list of historical events.


�Attention to detail


Proper nouns (“Chinese” and “Europe”) have been capitalized.


�Grammar


The subject of the sentence is the singular noun “essence,” hence the verb has been changed to its singular form.


�Grammar


“human form” refers to the entire class of human beings; therefore, it is preceded by the definite article, “the.”


�Typographical error


This error has been corrected.


�Grammar


The missing serial comma is inserted it. This follows the American English style convention.
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